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COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE 

   
1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 by chair Mr. 
Frank Hart.  
 
The following members and guests were in attendance: 

     
                         Members                         Affiliation 

Frank Hart    Furmanite America 
R. W. Donalson   Tyco Valves and Controls 

 J. Alton Cox          Deluca Test Equipment 
Marianne Brodeur   International Valve & Instrument Corp. 

 Raymond McCaffrey         Quality Valve Inc. 
Kevin Simmons   Alternate for Sid Cammeresi, Furmanite America 
J. F. Ball    National Board, (Subcommittee Secretary) 
 
Members Not Present 
Thakor Patel   Farris Engineering 
Kevin Fitzsimmons  Carter Chambers, LLC 
Denis DeMichael   DuPont 

 
Visitors     Affiliation 

 Robert “Buddy” Dobbins          Zurich Services Corp.  
 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Other meetings scheduled during the week and the NBIC reception were announced. 
     

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  
 
 The agenda dated December 15, 2009, was presented for approval. Two items were requested to be 

added to the agenda.  
 

A. NB07-0912: Pressure Relief Device Inspection Guide 
B. Discussion Item: Information received from Executive Committee 

  
 There was a motion to adopt the agenda as amended. The motion was unanimously approved.  

 
4. REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
 There was a motion to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2009 meeting of the Subcommittee on 

Pressure Relief Devices. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
5. REVIEW OF THE ROSTER  
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 The following items were discussed during a review of the subcommittee roster. 
 
1. Mr. Kevin Fitzsimmons has advised the subcommittee that he has resigned his 
 committee membership. See page A1 of the minutes for his resignation letter. 
2. There was a motion to recommend that Mr. Thakor Patel’s subcommittee membership 
 be renewed.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
3. There was a motion to approve Mr. Kevin Simmons for membership to the 
 subcommittee, representing the interest category of National Board certificate holders.  
 The motion was unanimously approved. 
4. There was a motion to approve Mr. Robert “Buddy” Dobbins for membership in the 
 subcommittee, representing the interest category of Inspection Agencies.  The motion 
 was unanimously approved. 
 
The reappointment of Mr. Patel, and approval for membership for Mr. Simmons and Mr. 
Dobbins are forwarded to the NBIC Main Committee for approval. The resume for Mr. 
Simmons is attached as pages A2, A3 and Mr. Dobbins is attached as pages A4 – A6 of the 
minutes. 
 

6,  INTERPRETATIONS  
 
 A. Inquiry No.: IN10-0101 

 
This item concerns the application of change-over valves for use on boilers as covered by 
ASME Code Case 2254. 
 
Source: Chuck Easterbrooks, Hess Corp. 
 
Subject: Part 1, 2.9.5.1 c) 
 
Edition: 2007 Edition, 2008 addenda 
 
Inquirer’s Questions and Replies 
See page A7 of the minutes. 
 
Committee’s Question 
Question: Is a change-over valve as specified in ASME Code Case-2254 permitted for use 
between a boiler and the required pressure relief valve? 
 
Answer: Yes, provided the change-over valve meets the requirements of ASME Code Case 
2254 and NBIC, Part 2,  paragraph 2.5.4 i), and is acceptable to the jurisdiction.  
 
Rationale: The use of change-over valves is addressed as an item to be reviewed during an in-
service inspection; however it is not specifically addressed as an item that can be included in a 
boiler installation. Acceptance by the Jurisdiction is called out because of the need for specific 
acceptance when ASME Code Cases are used. 
 
Subcommittee Vote: Unanimously approved. 

 
This will be forwarded to the NBIC committee for approval. 
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Based upon the discussions concerning this item, the SC-PRD requests the addition of a new 
business item to address the installation and use of change-over valves in NBIC Part 1. 
 

7. PUBLIC REVIEW COMMENTS  
 

There were no public review comments. 
 
8. ACTION ITEMS 

 
A. NB06-0101:  Part 3 S7.5 b), Source of Specifications for Replacement parts 
 
The item concerns requirements for the source of specifications for replacement parts, and 
other issues concerning the source of those parts. The task group of Brodeur (Chair), Patel, 
Cammerisi, Nutter, Tannis, Syed, McCaffery is working on this item. The task group chair 
reported on the background on the issue and the difficulties of getting agreement on the issues 
involved under this item. Because of the past discussions and lack of consensus on the 
proposals that had been made, it was recommended that the item be closed without further 
action. 
 
There was a motion to close this item without any changes being made to the NBIC. A vote 
was taken and the action was approved with 5 in favor and one opposed (Mr. Donalson). 
 
This result of this action will be forwarded to the Main Committee for acceptance. 
 
B. NB07-1301, Part 3, S7.5: Quality Control Systems for Replacement Parts  
 
This item concerns requirements for the quality control for the manufacturing of parts. A task 
group of Cox (Chair), DeMichael, Patel, Simmons, and Fitzsimmons was been appointed to 
review this item. Mr. Cox reported for the task group and indicated that group had been 
waiting for action on NB06-0101 before continuing with the issues under this item. 
 
He commented that a previous action had been prepared recommending that replacement parts 
that were fabricated by the valve manufacturer should be made to their quality system. It was 
commented that it was generally assumed that parts made by a ASME Code stamp holding 
manufacturer would be made under the same quality system that was used to build complete 
valves. Suggestions for additions to the NBIC addressing other types of organizations had been 
removed from previous drafts developed for this item. 
 
Mr. Cox suggested that because the proposed NBIC change was mostly covered by the actual 
practice in the industry that there was little to be gained by approving it and therefore 
recommended that the item be closed without further action. 
 
There was a motion to close the item without further action. The motion was unanimously 
approved. The result of this action will be forwarded to the Main Committee for acceptance. 

 
 

C. NB07-0912: Pressure Relief Device Inspection Guide 
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The secretary reported that comments received from SC-PRD at the last meeting concerning the 
Pressure Relief Inspection Guide which was being reviewed by the sub-committee on Inspection 
had been transmitted back to the task group working on that item. This item will continue to be 
reviewed by the task group in the inspection subcommittee. 

  
8.  New Business 

 
Discussion Item: The chair reported on actions under review by the NBIC executive committee. 
These include the following possible items which could affect the subcommittee on Pressure 
Relief Devices. 

 
1. The development of a possible fourth part of the NBIC, to cover pressure relief topics. A table of 

contents will be generated to see what topics could be included in this document. There was a 
discussion on items that perhaps should be included in the new possible part 4, and elsewhere in 
the current parts. 

2. A look will be taken at how supplements are being used in the document, and consideration taken 
to incorporation of the supplements into the main body of the books. 

3. There will be consideration to removing accreditation requirements and including them in separate 
documents. 
 

10. NEXT MEETING    
 
The next meeting of the NBIC committee and subcommittees will be held in Columbus, Ohio 
during the week of July 19, 2010. The Subcommittee meeting should be on July 21, 2010. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:45 AM. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 Joseph F. Ball, P.E. 
 Secretary, NBIC Subcommittee Pressure Relief Devices 
 
 

pc:  D. Douin 
T. Parks 

 R. Hough 
 
Attachments: Pages A1 through A7 
 
File: NBIC Subcommittee PRD 1-10 minutes.doc 
















